
Neighborhood
Association
Monthly Report

February
City of South Bend

"There is an immense power when a group of people with similar interests gets
together to work towards the same goals"

-Indowu Koyenikan-

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

State of the City Address

Join us for Mayor James Mueller to deliver his 2023 State of the City address on

https://www.southbendin.gov/vibrantplaces/
https://www.southbendin.gov/vibrantplaces/
http://www.southbendin.gov/bsb
https://southbendin.gov/department/community-investment/engagement-and-economic-empowerment/
mailto:eee@southbendin.gov


Thursday, March 30 at 6:00 p.m. at La Casa de Amistad. The address is free and open to
the public. Please RSVP if you plan to attend at www.southbendin.gov/sotc.

Thursday, March 30 at 6:00pm
La Casa de Amistad, 3423 S Michigan St.

RSVP

Free Eviction Clinics

The Volunteer lawyer network will
be hosting a series of free legal
clinics 1-4pm at libraries
throughout St Joe County on the
following dates.

2/2/23 - Western Branch
2/16/23 - Lakeville Branch
3/2/23 - Tutt Branch
3/16/23 - River Park Branch
4/6/23 - Main Branch
4/20/23 - Western Branch
5/11/23 - Tutt Branch
5/25/23 - German Branch
6/8/23 - River Park Branch
6/22/23 - Lasalle Branch

Neighborhood IGNITE Grant

Start Planning Today!  -The City of South Bend's
Engagement and Economic Empowerment team will be
offering a 2nd round of grants to neighborhood
associations to create and expand ways for residents to
engage, connect, and grow. IGNITE Grants provide
funding for small neighborhood placemaking and
placekeeping projects with community-wide benefit.
Sample projects include neighborhood signage,
expanded tree coverage, park enhancements or public
art. A new round of applications will be available in
late spring 2023!

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southbendin.gov%2Fsotc%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1RX9iP0u6OXBc-Gu-_Sh62Jze4paVTqtuOzM-Fi0XE4HjlBxIFlsT2CtM&h=AT3T-axhwKzGx2MHMHBUqIlftQZ6A8u3KX3mWCRIyIMWDR2FKzCvb8Ss-v2oTb-UgHanPYmxMkZkh0GbSnw8XzFUQOqC4rBDxpY5y0SwSEzTR8LGEeIeRWrXmj-05gISPsy5EB1DRG5UJhImT_uI&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT1ivFyWFG8GIl2Uk_5EgJl2yiuw0oQHr0UL9mqVGHkOoQyPjRh0SvkXRE0FLGydI8EefGij7Yjiaq0CYe4clSfk6Z1mJSJOCsIbtkOqUxJoWfjsHeKLf8nTj-b1WjG3tfKBVf-eoC-VYTXfOmv8T-6c94sNOzKpyNLtnx0_yiDaarHaImuJ8ubdm8A1R-nUOLKZnK2qeMG8
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=5fjdxfV5706GYYHhhsUku_MQFh-8TrJIj9wPo9DC3kBUOUo1Nkc0TVNKV0VQQUUyN0lPU01YTlBDTC4u&wdLOR=cA68A6C5C-A904-4F95-8695-FF22E1E7CAC6&fbclid=IwAR2YsNt23wT_N-jsqS90pctRQJn3oz6q564TNYp0BcxUF5PeICGC1tPUOw8


For questions or to receive future emails about the 2023
Ignite Grant email eee@southbendin.gov
or go to www.southbendin.gov/eee

South Bend Black History Month Honorees

The City of South Bend honored local African American leaders who’ve made important
contributions to South Bend’s rich history and culture. The honorees were featured on
three digital billboards located at South Bend Ave. & Edison, Lincolnway East & Ironwood
Dr. and South Michigan and Ireland. An Awards Ceremony and Reception was also held
at the Charles Black Community Center.

mailto:eee@southbendin.gov


Neighborhood Association Updates



Neighborhoods Consortium

The January Neighborhoods Consortium was held on January 11th at the TRC. Representatives from 14+
neighborhood associations met with the Mayor, MACOG, and Transpo. The group discussed the upcoming
MACOG transportation study.

The City of South Bend's Public Works Department also gave a presentation on traffic calming efforts
throughout the city.



The next meeting will be April 5, 2023. See the Consortium page for more information.

For questions or more information contact eee@southbendin.gov.

South Bend Plan Updates

Monroe Park/Edgewater - Planning workshops were held on Thursday, November 3rd from 10am to
6pm & Thursday, Nov 10th at 6pm at Howard Park. Plan process is underway and will be completed soon.
See the "Together" link below for more info.

Coming soon! Lasalle Park and River Park plans - to begin later in 2023

Congratulations to Rum Village, Kennedy Park, Near West Side and the Northwest
Neighborhood for new adopted plans in 2022! See together.southbendin.gov for more information or to
download the plans.

Contact planning@southbendin.gov or eee@southbendin.gov for more information.

www.together.southbendin.gov

HIGHLIGHTED RESOURCES
Supporting South Bend

Did you know the City of South Bend has a website dedicated to helping the community locate
important resources? Everything from assistance for childcare, rent and utilities to free WIFI and
free golf.

You can find it by searching "Supporting South Bend" in your web browser, typing
www.southbendin.gov/support, or clicking the button below.

Click For Supporting South Bend

https://southbendin.gov/department/community-investment/engagement-and-economic-empowerment/neighborhoods-consortium/
mailto:eee@southbendin.gov
http://together.southbendin.gov
http://www.together.southbendin.gov
https://southbendin.gov/supporting-south-bend#deadlines


Do you have a student in your life? The South Bend Human Rights Commission is
having a scholarship essay contest. First place is a $2,000 prize! The essay will be a

1.5-2 page essay answering a question on Voting Rights:
Is the Voting Act still needed? Why or why not?

Click Here for More InformationClick Here for More Information

The South Bend – Elkhart Regional Partnership is excited to launch Cohort Six of HustleSBE!
Applications are now open and will close on Monday, March 20, 2023 at 5:00pm. Businesses must be
headquartered in the South Bend – Elkhart region, which includes Elkhart, Marshall, and St. Joseph
counties in Indiana and Berrien and Cass counties in Michigan. Other criteria and more information about
the program can be found at hustlesbe.org. 
Apply today and continue to build your business’ resiliency!

Apply Now Learn more

EASSI

mailto:humanrights@southbendin.gov
https://go.southbendelkhart.org/e/881312/hustlesbe-/2vmdnr/455769181?h=gzencUH0TRubH7hrRWqpTW1Z0MrCG3IijbOT0iwDKCs
https://go.southbendelkhart.org/e/881312/hustlesbe-/2vmdnk/455769181?h=gzencUH0TRubH7hrRWqpTW1Z0MrCG3IijbOT0iwDKCs
https://go.southbendelkhart.org/e/881312/hustlesbe-application-/2vmdnn/455769181?h=gzencUH0TRubH7hrRWqpTW1Z0MrCG3IijbOT0iwDKCs
https://southbendelkhart.org/hustlesbe/application/
https://southbendelkhart.org/hustlesbe/


The Energy Assistance and Solar Savings Initiative (EASSI) provides
subsidized energy assessments, grants, and low-interest loans to community
organizations.

Register
now

VIBRANT PLACES!

https://southbendin.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_40FZ8rILFt9Smsm






The City of South Bend has announced a new round of workforce development  training courses provided
by Purdue Manufacturing Extension Partnership. The Pathways program assists workers from South Bend
manufacturing companies with career training, improving employees’ skills and providing them with
advancement opportunities with local manufacturers. More about the Purdue MEP trainings and how to
apply can be found HERE.

Check out the February newsletter from South Bend's Technology Resource Center (TRC) HERE to learn
more about their programs.

RSVP for Co-working, Coffee, and Collaboration, and the next Nonprofit Lunch, Learning, and
Networking series March 9th.

https://mep.purdue.edu/about-us/community-engagement/
https://southbendin.gov/trc/


RSVP

Spring is coming and DTSB is ready to celebrate ! Visit DTSB's website for a
complete list of all the activities planned .

Public Safety

The South Bend Police Department has offered to send an officer to neighborhood association meetings
(or attend virtually), per request. If interested, or if you have questions or concerns, please contact Chief of
Police, Scott Ruszkowski or Patrol Division Chief, Eric Crittendon.

You can now also join the App "Neighbors: if you have a “Ring” doorbell to help Police and Fire keep a
safe eye on your neighborhood.

This is a “FREE” App.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nonprofit-workshop-theories-of-project-management-with-madi-rogers-tickets-550072841677?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.downtownsouthbend.com/
mailto:sruszkow@southbendin.gov
mailto:ecritten@southbendin.gov


UPCOMING EVENTS &
PROGRAMS

BUILD SOUTH BEND
Check out this recent article in Strong Towns featuring South Bend about building

strong, inclusive and vibrant neighborhoods!

Who Does It Take To Build a Neighborhood?
Everyone.

And then join the conversation below.

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2023/2/1/who-does-it-take-to-physically-build-a-neighborhood


2023 Small Developer Seminars

Join us virtually on March 15 for Virtual Training: How to ATTRACT Financing

Sign Up Now

Financing :
Join townmakers Monte Anderson and Bernice Radle as they discuss the fundamentals of finding your
development farm, investing in the community, and taking the critical steps of working with banks,
neighbors, contractors, and the ecosystem of support needed for successful project development.

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ejnrj6gp657ca139&oseq=&c=&ch=


Join us in person on May 6th for Building South Bend: Finance

Sign Up Here

Sewer/Water Reconnect

A new Sewer Lateral Reimbursement Program will offer a reimbursement up to $20,000 for qualified costs
of connecting the sewer lateral to new low-and moderate-income homes. This funding may be used to
cover the cost of the entire sewer lateral from the main line to the residential structure. Qualifying costs for
reimbursement include labor, materials, traffic control, and restoration of pavement, curbs and sidewalks
related to the sewer lateral work. Subject to the respective approvals by the Common Council and Board
of Public Works, both the revised System Development Charges and the Sewer Lateral Reimbursement
Program will be active by mid-July.

https://southbendin.gov/bsb/


Learn more here

LOW INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
(LIHEAP)

Are you struggling to pay your energy or
water bill?
 
You may be qualified to receive federal funding to
help pay some of your bills this winter. The Low-
Income Household Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) is a federally funded program to help
Indiana residents pay their utility bills and prevent
utility shut offs. 

Applications End May 15th

Apply Now

NNN Financial Readiness Classes

https://southbendin.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Sewer_Lateral_Program_Application.pdf
https://ihcda.rhsconnect.com/portal/


Register Now

Climate Action Ambassador Program

The Office of Sustainability is recruiting 15 local leaders to serve as Climate Action
Ambassadors for the City of South Bend.

Climate Action Ambassadors will facilitate conversations with the community to help prepare for climate
change and contribute to the next update of South Bend's Climate Action Plan. Ambassadors will receive a
$250 stipend for their time and participation in the program, which, in addition to leading a Climate Action
Survey Session, will require attending:

1. An introductory Zoom call
2. A two-hour environmental justice training 
3. One debrief session with other Climate Action Ambassadors.

Apply Now

SOUTH BEND SMART BUSINESSES RECYCLE

The Smart Businesses Recycle is
a pilot program to assist
businesses and nonprofits to start
a single-stream recycling service,
improve their recycling
capabilities, and reduce waste
through targeted incentives.

Learn more

Apply Now

Lead Safe South Bend

The City of South Bend has grants available to
assist making your home lead safe. Eligible
households can apply to have lead safe repairs
completed, up to $20,000, by qualified contractors

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecpGCjZ6FFsdS3P7p_B-LUV3yEJEr7RRFWMKMTsdF8f5rnfQ/viewform
https://www.southbendin.gov/climateambassadors/
https://southbendin.gov/commercialrecycling/
https://southbendin.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cvbYdoFM4kIeRzo


at no cost to you!

Click For Lead Safe South
Bend Information

Click for more information
about the Canopy Tree

program

Community Canopy Tree
Program.

Help beautify your neighborhood with this free
program from SBVPA. South Bend is excited to
make it easier on individuals to give back to the
environment and create a healthier city. The
program only allows trees to be planted on city
public right-of-way between the curb and sidewalk
(tree lawn). The tree may be up to 10 feet from the
curb if no sidewalk exists.

Additional questions about the program? Please
contact our Forester at 574-299-4766.

Naxos Neighbors provides opioid overdose
bystanders with an anonymous, one-button
press to connect with trained neighbor
responders, ready to administer naloxone and
provide immediate connections to harm

Download Now

More Info

https://southbendin.gov/leadsafesouthbend/
https://sbvpa.org/get-involved/tree-giveaway/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/naxos-od/id1533469056?ign-itscg=30200&ign-itsct=apps_box_badge
https://naxosneighbors.com/


reduction and treatment resources.  They are
now piloting in the South Bend, IN area.

Age Friendly Survey

Are you 50 or over? The City of South Bend
wants to hear your opinion on how we can become
a more age-friendly city! To complete the survey
click the button to below.

Age Friendly City
Survey

Snow Removal
Property owners and residents are urged to do
their best to keep their sidewalks near their
property shoveled. 
Owners or occupants of properties must remove
snow and ice from the public sidewalk within
24 hours after the end of any accumulation of
snow or ice.

Snow Removal Info

Stay Connected to your Elected officials

https://survey.cmix.com/D06852F8/G10DF6LT/en-US
https://311.southbendin.gov/knowledgecenter/article/?id=KA-04384




City of South Bend

Department of Community Investment:
Engagement and Economic Empowerment Team

227 W Jefferson Blvd,
South Bend, IN 46601




